Introduction
So you are thinking about landscaping or perhaps redoing an existing landscape around your home. You are not alone. In 2001, 22 million homeowners spent $18.7 million on professional landscape, tree, and lawn care services, and 85 million homeowners spent $37.7 billion to buy everything from pansies to fish from garden centers and nurseries.
Landscaping is not the simple act of planting trees, shrubs, and flowers. Landscaping is planning and designing for the best use of available space around your home. Designing a landscape is an art that involves not only plants, homes and people, but also fences, patios, decks, walkways, etc.
Developing the Plan
Where do you start? It is desirable to decide what type of landscape you like. You can begin by becoming more knowledgeable about landscaping principles. Your own books, libraries, and the Internet will provide excellent information. Begin collecting magazine photos, visit new housing developments, and take photos of landscapes during your travels.
Another decision you will need to make is whether to contract with a professional landscape planner or do the project yourself. There are advantages and disadvantages with either decision.
Landscape Factors
The initial stage of developing your landscape plan is deciding how the "space" will be used. What are your family's needs? Generally, there are four or five use areas, including the public area (usually the front view of the house); living or private areas for family use, leisure activities, entertaining, dining, etc.; recreation or play areas; service and storage area; and special areas for vegetable and flower gardens. race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, veteran status, political beliefs, sexual orientation, national origin, and marital 
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